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loascnrBE THE trRESENT AND oRIGINAL (iI known) cuYSlcAL APPEARANcE

I tfr. Lusk llome and Mill site incorporates the l'usk house, the site of the
I

llusk mill, a covered bridge' and the sites of other buildings that were close

I 
to trte nd1l' - 1 a t.1 L-- c-1*^- r,,aL cr tri th rlrp hel n .f hlsi'" 

""*;-i"=r. 
home, built in 1841 by Salmon Lusk Sr. with the help of hls

sons is a two story brlck structure on the second plateau above SuEar Creek i

faeing South over the "narro!r,s." This Federal styie home with some Greek 
Ir- ^^.*^n I

Revival detailing is built of bricks burned on Ehe site and laid in colmon

bond on a foundation of native Mansfield sandstone quarrled near the site'
The 1orn, gable roof iS covered wl.th sawn wood shl.ngles and has a plain cornace

with short returns. Two chiurreys are located on the ridge at the interior of

the gable ends. A third smaller chimney probably a later addition' is 1-ocate

at the edge of the roof at the rear of the rnaln section of the house' A smal

gable-rooied cupala is Located on the center of the ridge'
The front of rhe house is symeErlcal, having two evenl-y spaced wlndows

on each side of doors centered on each floor of the house' The first fl-oor

entry has slde and transom lLghts surroundj-ng the door' The dtlubl"e*hunggntry naS s]-cre arlq Lr.dlrbulrl r!brrL
windows have flat, radiating brick lintels, plain stone sills and louvered l

shutters.Atwo-Storyopenporch,probablyllateraddition,hastwostoryl--^--^l

v1

I ll

rn

v

ro

r)
-{

elassic pillars and a railing on the seeond floor' There are two stone scepsi

that lead uP to the front door'
The house was buil-t as a rrl,fr with the short leg of the "Lo' formi-ng a one

story shed-roofed extension on the rear' This hi:: lif:"11:-t::t"t:":l:additions of a gable roof
f,ousl, no windows j-n the gable end. Although later additions ot a gaDre ro

-L^ ^-L1^ errnnino -ornpnrlie,rrlar to the main roof and a shed
ed se.ction with the gable running perpendicular, to

ffi'fi"[;;l"r*1"', door ar rhe rear. The cornaces and rerurns oR this section
_-^^ ^aa^A

are the same as the maln stem of lhe "L". A, gable roofed dormer was added

just below the eve of the two story section r:n the roof of the one Story

section at a later date. A gabte-ro6fed entryway has atrso been added to the

west gable end at ground level' 
-

The interior of the house ls in excellent eondition" It' like the rest

of the house was made by Lusk and his sons' Native black walnut was used fo

the doors and woodwork and oak and poplar for the floors" Al-1- the woodwork

i.s hand carved and fastened with ro.altt pegs. The first floor of the house

has tr+o rocms and a entry hall- in the rnain section and three rooms in the

rear section. A black walnut stairway leads from the first floor hal-l to th

f\fe rooms on the second floor" The LLsk house has been alcered pri'marily by

exterior additions since it was bullt and little of the original character o

the house has been lost " It ls in good structrrrai- condl-tlon but needs some

workonthewoodinthecornacesandsomeotherpattsofthehouse"
ThecoveredbridgeattheLuskHoneandMil].siteisthethl-rdbridge

built over the ,,narrois,, of sugar creek. The first was a 1-og that 
:::::: ,

?,::i"ril:la"jl.o"" the creek to give access- Lo a cow pasture' The second' a 
I

two lane wooden bridge that may Jt *ty not have.been covered' was washed outl

in either 1847 or l-875. There are still marks in the rocks where the footin$s

for this bridge were. The bridg" trtat now stands on the slte is a one-lane l

burr rruss covered bridge buil-t by J.A" Britton in lB82' Approxlyt:tt--111^ 
I

feet long ehis bridge has a sawn lningte roof' verticle wooden siding' vents I

undertheeves,andalonewindor,latthecenterofEhespan.In]-969.|"",I
state of Indiana eontracted for extensive repairs on the bridge and at this 

j

I
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time the roof, erches, and foundations rdere strengthened. If has been used as a

foot brj-dge since a new concrete bridge \r7as constructed just dor,mstre.?m frora it
between 1958 and l-960 to carry traffic.

The 2 L/2 story frame mil-l that once stood on the site was built by Salmon

Lusk in J.826, had three run of burrs and a saw. The most visible remains of th
mi1l are the holes carved in the rock for Lhe footings and a un5-que race, eight
and one-half feet deep, eight feet wide and fifty feet long carved into the
sandstone" A Lack of cracks in the cut indicate that it was drilled and broken
out rather than blasted. This race fed a vertLcal undershot wheel.

Shortly after the ml-ll was bullt ar the natrrows a pork packlng house and a

grannery were built to complement the mill. Lusk const,ructed flat boats to shi
these products to market ln a shop on the slte" In l-830 e store was butrlt near
by by Prl-or Wrlght and by L8t+6 a tavern had been buil-t Just north of che rn111.

The tavern, probably destroyed some time around the turn of the centur| \r'as 3

smal1 gable-roofed frarne structure with the chl-uurey centered on the ridge. IE

had no windows in the gable ends and the front had had four voids n Lhe center
two being doors and the outer two, windows. The New Yearts Freshet of 1847

washed out the mill , store, packinghor.rse and all thaL remains of these sEructllr
today are the holes carved in the sandstone to stlpPort the footings.
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T ATLMTNT OF SIGNIFICANCL

The Lusk Home and'Mil-t site ill-useraEes and rePresents the kinds of
construction, architecture, commerce, and industry that once were prevelant
in Indiana. Even the choiee of the sl"te wlth its avall-able water suppJ-y an

seasonal- transportation lllustrates a dlfferent set of property values than
exlst now" Lusk choose well according Eo the technologlcal- and economlc dl
of his time.

The house, a fine and litLle altered exanple of the Federal style of
architecture, was executed by the owner using materials obtained near the
site of construction. This house is the third house that Salmon Lusk built
for his fanlly at this site. The fine construction using local materials isl
especially significant as it was done by Lusk and his sons. The hand carved]
and fitted woodr,rork from the native tinber is fciund throughout ttre house. Tfreand fitted woodr,rork from the native timber is found throughout- the house. Th

bricks that the Lusks burned on the site are hard and shor,r few signs of 
t

weatherj-ng after 140 years. One would have to l-ook hard to find a better 
I

exarnple of the house a financially successful businessman ln pioneer Indlanal
built. \r.-;:'. 'i. -, :r.l i :ir I

The key flgure ln the construction and deveLopment of this site ls 
I

Salmon tusk- Sr": Born in Rutland Countyo Vermont,,on ApriAil7., 1788 he, carne j

to Indiana to serve under General Wil-liaur Henry Harrison in the War of 1812.1

After the war he decided to stay in Indiana and noved to''V'ermj-11ioir- County" 
l

Later he married the daughter of rnill owner John Beard and in 1"826 he moved j

ohe county east andjbullcithe Mll-. Al-though nothing remains of the Lusk
Mill but the mil1 race and a few notches in the rock where the the footlngs
stood it was the center of a very properous buslness venture in west-central
Indiana. The rnlll race ls something of an engineerlng and construction
accomplishrnent. Is is eight and one-half feet deep, fifty feet long' and
eight feet wide. The l-aek of the tell-tale cracks made by btrasting indicate
that l-t was cuL and not blasted lnto the soLld gandstone. Centered around
the nrill came the pork*packtng house, a grannery, a store and tavern as \,/elll
as a shop to buil-d the fl-atboats to send the produee of Farke couaLy to New

Orleans. He sent as many as twenty flatboats a year filled with the productlon
of lhe land and his nLil-l down the river system. I

In l-830 Prior Wright opened a store to serve the conmunity and apparentp-y

ates

did a good business. The tavern i^rhich beeame known as a pJ-ace where many 
I



site ot tv/o Drlcgeg E[taL rarurutr
r,ras the first Uorltt by J.A. Brlton who later \47enL on to becorne or\e of the two

best knovm bridge builders in western Indiana'
This Lusk Home and Milt site illustrates the techincques and skllls of o

family in establishing a coutrnereial operation geared to the needs of pioneer

Indiana in early 19th centurY.
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Even with all the activlty in the area salmon Lusk left the majority of
the forest near his home in the virgin state. When he died his son, John Lusk

inherited the property and it was through his determination not to destroy r+hat

his father had saved that Indiana has one of the fer^r large areas of virgin timb

in the midwest. John Lusk, a lecluse, continued to live in the bi"g briek house

hardly changing a thing and resisting the many tempting offers of lumber compan

to buy tl-re property or the wood on ti. He always 1-et people roam f reely and

enjoy the woods and in 1881 he began leaslng part of Ehe property for a resDrt'
Afrer he died ln l-gl5 there wa" q,rlt. a scramble for the properuy but the state
finally obtained rl-tle to it and kept it as a..state park'

The covered bridge that is now over the rrnarrowst' at the Lusk Home and

Mill site is not associate wl-th the Lusk family directly but is on or near the

sire of rwo brlclges that salmon Lusk sr. built. Thls brldge, bullt in 1882'
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